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CURRICULUM OVERVIEW YEAR 2 
AUTUMN TERM ~ ‘She sells sea shells’ 

ENGLISH 

Throughout the term the children will study a variety of different literary 
genres.  These include writing fantasy stories such as a story set 
underwater, letter writing, non-chronological reports, instructions, for 
example making a new basket for Hamish, and poetry.  They will 
participate in a variety of speaking and listening activities including issues 
around the endangered environments of shores and seas, and drama 
activities related to texts they will study.   
Literacy skills will be taught through a range of texts including: ‘The 
Rainbow Fish’ and ‘The Lighthouse Keeper’s Lunch’. There will be 
phonic sessions and handwriting practice every day, with an emphasis on 
joining. Age related and ability appropriate skills of spelling, punctuation 
and the use of correct grammar will be taught and underpin all written 
work across the curriculum. Children will have guided reading and 
comprehension sessions to develop their reading skills, their awareness of 
different texts, and enable them to discuss different texts.  

MATHS 

Year two will continue with the Inspire Maths scheme that they began in 
year one. The children will now be familiar with the concept of using 
work books and text book layouts. Continuing to use maths equipment the 
children will be developing their knowledge of number facts, including 
number bonds to 10, 20 and 100, and they will learn to halve and double 
numbers up to 20. The emphasis on mental calculation and quick recall of 
basic number facts will continue to develop mathematical fluency.  They 
will focus on the crucial importance of place value (hundreds, tens and 
units), with children adding and subtracting using a number line. The 
children will start to look at multiplication as repeated addition, and will 
learn how to count in 2s, 5s and 10s.   
Children will consolidate their knowledge of the value of British coins 
using the correct symbols for pounds (£) and pence (p), and find totals of 
different coins. Children will also develop their ability to tell the time, 
including quarter to and quarter past the hour, and draw hands on a clock 
face to show these times.  
Children will learn how to identify 2D shapes by describing their 
properties, and will start comparing and sorting different 2D shapes. They 
will start to look at how to find fractions of shapes, including halves, 
quarters and thirds.  
The sea-side theme will enable us to explore positional vocabulary and 
rotation, with the children describing movement and position to create 
their own treasure maps. This will include looking at quarter turns, half 
turns and full turns in terms of right angles.  
Across the term, children will be developing their understanding of 
mathematical concepts by applying their knowledge to different problem 
solving activities.   

SCIENCE 

During science lessons, the children will develop their investigative skills 
when exploring the principles of floating and sinking and testing materials 
for their water resistant properties. They will compare the suitability of 
materials for different purposes. They will learn about the habitats of 
underwater creatures including rock pools and shores, and identify how 
animals are suited to these habitats.  
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COMPUTING 

Children will learn how to use the school computer system and its 
associated software to support their learning at school and at home. They 
will use roamers and computerised turtles to learn how to plan and give 
instructions to make things happen using both onscreen and mobile toys. 
These pieces of technology will also enable children to use and practise 
the language of direction.  They will begin to understand how to keep safe 
in their digital lives. 

ART  
and DESIGN  
DESIGN  and 

TECHNOLOGY 

The children will learn to use a variety of techniques including collage 
and colour washes to create their own land and seascapes. They will also 
be designing and making their own lighthouses and salt dolphins using a 
range of materials of their choosing. 

MUSIC 

Children will listen to and appraise a variety of different composers’ 
music where the theme is associated with water, oceans and seas. Music 
by composers such as: Smetana, Handel, Mendelssohn and Debussy will 
be enjoyed.  
They will learn to sing sea shanties and compose their own ‘water music’ 
using a variety of instruments and musical software. The children will also 
learn and perform songs for Harvest, Remembrance and Christmas 
services. 

PHYSICAL 
EDUCATION 

In games sessions, children will focus on co-ordination, control and agility 
across different multi-skills, including underarm throwing with accuracy, 
bouncing a ball, travelling by hopping, throwing and catching a ball 
against a wall without dropping and collecting bean bags at speed. These 
skills will prepare them for multi-skills competitions. In gymnastics 
sessions, children will extend and develop gymnastic skills looking at 
different ways to travel and jump in a space, including how to land safely. 
Children will also look at different rolls, such as a side roll. They will look 
at different balances, including pair balances and balancing using 
apparatus. Across these sessions children will learn about safety around 
these activities and how to organise the equipment safely. In dance 
lessons, children will use the sea-side theme as stimuli to create their own 
dance moves, exploring different ways to move including elements such 
as pathways and levels. Children will develop their ability to link 
sequences of movements together using control and coordination. The 
children will continue with the tag-rugby activities first introduced in year 
one and continue to develop those skills. Children will learn to respond to 
music and match movements to beats and rhythms. Children will also 
learn a Christmas dance, which they will perform during the Nativity. 

HUMANITIES 
GEOGRAPHY 

Children will be looking at various geographical concepts including 
knowledge and understanding of place and physical features of islands 
and human settlement/activity on them. They will compare different 
locations with their own and be able to give directions from one place to 
another. Children will also use a globe and a map to locate different 
countries and key geographical features, for examples beaches. They will 
also start to look at compass directions. For our seaside topic, children 
will also learn about the different oceans across the world. This will 
include looking at seas surrounding and the countries that make up United 
Kingdom. 

HUMANITIES 
HISTORY 

In history, the children will be looking at a variety of sources including 
photographs and first-hand accounts to find out what seaside holidays 
were like in the past and the entertainments that were available. 
They will also learn about the dangers of the seas and oceans through 
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looking at the story of Grace Darling and her bravery during a sea rescue 
and the tragic sinking of the Titanic. 

RELIGIOUS 
EDUCATION 

This term children will read a range of Old Testament stories including 
those about Jonah and Moses and consider the meanings behind them.  
They will also read about some of the life events and stories of Jesus 
which reflect His and his disciples’ lives around the Sea of Galilee.  
They will be asked to consider the beauty but fragility of the natural world 
around them and their responsibility in looking after it. In the second half 
of the term the children will be learning about Jewish special symbols and 
the synagogue and investigate how Christians offer praise and thanks to 
God. 

PERSONAL SOCIAL 
HEALTH 

EDUCATION 

Children’s learning will follow the SEAL (social and emotional aspects of 
learning) programme of study, with the themes ‘New Beginnings’ and  
‘Getting on and Falling out’ as its foci. They will also think about how to 
work together effectively as a class, thinking about and discussing the 
emotions and feelings associated with friendship, sharing fairly and 
communicating effectively.   
The question of what makes a great leader and what leadership means will 
also be explored through, for example, the story of Moses and the life of 
Jesus. Our rights respecting agenda will run throughout all lessons in Year 
2, however this term will be focusing on Article 28, ‘All children have the 
right to a primary education’. We will look at what we as fellow class 
members and teachers can do to ensure that everyone in the class has this 
right met. In our computing work on internet safety we will also think 
about Article 16, ‘Children have a right to privacy’. 

HOME-WORK/ 
PARENTAL 
SUPPORT 

Throughout the year, your child will be required to read every night to an 
adult and have the reading diary signed. This is so important to ensure 
your child makes the best possible progress in his/her reading Any 
messages between home and school can be recorded in diaries to support 
effective communication between home and school. This will continue 
throughout the year. Children will be given a weekly home learning task 
related to their English or maths learning. 

 
 


