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CURRICULUM OVERVIEW YEAR 2 
SPRING TERM ~ ‘Famous Folk!’ 

ENGLISH 

Through the ‘Famous Folk’ topic, children will read and write a range of 
genres of texts, both non-fiction and fiction. These include writing 
comparison reports, character profiles, newspaper reports and diary entries.  
They will participate in a variety of speaking and listening activities 
including reading extracts and poems together, including guided reading 
and comprehension activities.  They will be taught through a range of texts 
including newspaper extracts and factual texts. They will continue to have 
phonic sessions and guided reading sessions on a daily basis and will have a 
spelling, punctuation and grammar sessions. 

MATHS 

This term children will continue to consolidate their knowledge of place 
value and number facts including number bonds and doubles and halves. 
The children will be able to compare numbers using <, > and = signs. 
Children will learn how to solve addition and subtraction questions using 
mental and written methods, and they will investigate how addition and 
subtraction are inverse operations. Children will also continue to practise 
counting in 2s, 5s, 10s and also 3s, looking at different representations of 
multiplication, for example visually as an array. They will also start to look 
at division and the relationship between division and multiplication. 
Children will apply their knowledge of fractions of shapes to begin finding 
fractions of different quantities, including quarters and thirds.  
Children will continue to practice telling the time, starting to tell the time to 
five minutes.  
Children will continue to identify and sort 2D and 3D shapes, and will 
begin to look at reflective symmetry.  Children will learn to collect and sort 
data, which they will be able to record as different representations, 
including pictograms and block diagrams.  
Problem solving will continue to be an important focus for children across 
all topics.  

SCIENCE 

During science sessions, the children will investigate how materials change 
from solids to liquids and vice versa focusing on materials such as 
chocolate.  They will learn about the materials that people use to make 
bridges and the shapes that are required to make them strong. Children will 
make their own bridge, and investigate how they can make their bridge 
stable. They will make communication devices and investigate how the 
sound travels in order for us to hear. Linking to Florence Nightingale, 
Children will also look at living things and life cycles, especially what 
keeps us healthy and how we can stay healthy. 

COMPUTING 

The children will continue to use Purple Mash software to create written 
pieces of work about Florence Nightingale, Alexander Graham Bell and 
Isambard Kingdom Brunel. They will learn about the influence of the 
telephone in communication and its impact on people’s lives.  The children 
will begin to look at basic algorithms and use them to make devices move.  
The children will also understand the need to keep themselves safe when 
using a computer and the rules around using the internet safely.   

ART AND DESIGN  
DESIGN and 

TECHNOLOGY 

Children will learn about famous artists from Britain such as William 
Morris, and LS Lowry.  They will look at the techniques that they used, 
such as printing, and the impact that they had on the artistic world. Children 
will design and make a structure and test it against different weights.  

MUSIC The children will be looking at the music of famous British composers such 
as Elgar and Handel.  They will compare their music and look at the make-
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up of the orchestra and the instruments involved.  The children will also 
look at the movie music of John Williams and how music can be used to 
portray different situations. They will also investigate how we can 
recognise adverts, places and movies by the music and the influence that 
this has on us.  The children will look at the range of percussion 
instruments and how they can be heard through our feet and not just 
through our ears by looking at Evelyn Glennie. 

PHYSICAL 
EDUCATION 

The children will learn gymnastic routines, and how to use apparatus safely.  
They will learn, play and evaluate their own games and decide on how they 
can be improved.  They will create dance routines to the music of John 
Williams.   

GEOGRAPHY 

Children will learn about the importance of the railways and the network 
that early Victorian engineers created.  They will learn how the railways 
changed the everyday lives of people and the impact the railways had on 
the landscape. This will include looking at geographical features on maps 
and aerial photographs. They will look at the locations of places around the 
world connected to our famous people and the work they did, for example 
Turkey and the Crimea (Florence Nightingale) and Edinburgh (Alexander 
Graham Bell) in relation to where we live. 

HISTORY 

During the spring term the children will focus on learning about a variety of 
famous people who influenced people’s lives in Britain e.g. Isambard 
Kingdom Brunel, George Cadbury, Alexander Graham Bell and Tim 
Berners-Lee.  They will also learn the vital role that Florence Nightingale 
played during the Crimean War and understand how health conditions and 
nursing have changed over time.  They will compare Florence Nightingale 
to Mary Seacole, looking at their impact and the similarities and differences 
between them. They will use historical extracts and sources, and evaluate 
their accuracy and importance. 

RELIGIOUS 
EDUCATION 

During our lessons the children will be following the Dudley Agreed 
Syllabus covering a range of religions including Christianity, Judaism and 
Islam. The first half of the term will focus on Judaism, and then children 
will look at key stories and symbols for the second half. The children will 
continue to visit St. Margaret’s Church and there will be a particular focus 
of the events leading up to Easter. 

PERSONAL 
SOCIAL HEALTH 

EDUCATION 

The children will learn why cleanliness is important and why hygiene rules 
are important in our every0day lives.  
The SEAL focus, ‘Never Listen to a Monster’ will support children 
learning values of resilience and perseverance.  ‘Going for Goals’ will 
support the children to set their own learning goals that they can achieve 
throughout the term. Our rights respecting agenda will run throughout all 
lessons in Year 2. This term we will be looking at Article 14 ‘Children 
have the right to think and believe what they want and to practise their 
religion’. The children will think about how they need to act to respect the 
rights of other children to practice their religion. 

HOME-WORK/ 
PARENTAL 
SUPPORT 

Throughout the year, your child will be required to read every night to an 
adult and have the reading diary signed. This is so important to ensure your 
child makes the best possible progress in his/her reading. Any messages 
between home and school can be recorded in diaries to support effective 
communication between home and school. This will continue throughout 
the year. Children will be given a weekly home learning task related to their 
English or maths learning. 
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