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CURRICULUM OVERVIEW YEAR 2 
SUMMER TERM: ‘Totally tropical’ 

ENGLISH 

This term the children will continue to have daily phonic sessions.  During 
literacy sessions the children will write a variety of different genres, both 
fiction and non-fiction. These include: instructions, letter writing, non-
chronological report, fantasy/adventure stories, poetry and descriptive 
writing. They will participate in drama and speaking and listening 
activities.  The texts that will be used this term will be various texts on 
animals and tribes.  They will continue to have phonic sessions and 
handwriting practise every day. Age related and ability appropriate skills of 
spelling, punctuation and the use of correct grammar will be taught and 
underpin all written work across the curriculum. 

MATHS 

This term, children will revisit previous concepts, thinking critically about 
how they can apply their knowledge of different concepts to various 
problem solving tasks.  
In number, children will continue to practise mathematical fluency through 
using known number facts and place value to solve addition and subtraction 
problems using larger numbers. They will also learn multiplication and 
division facts, and consolidate fractions of quantity and shape. This will 
include looking at equivalent fractions, for example 2/4 and ½.  
Children revisit shape, consolidating their knowledge of 2D and 3D shape 
properties, and lines of symmetry. They will also look at positional and 
rotational vocabulary, and order and sequence different mathematical 
objects, including shapes. 
They will be more confident at telling the time to 5 minutes, and measuring 
weight, capacity and length, and will learn about handling data. Children 
will revisit money, finding different combinations of coins to make equal 
totals and find change. 

SCIENCE 

Children will continue to learn about different habitats and microhabitats, 
looking specifically at the rainforest. Children will write about rainforest 
animals. Continuing to look at a balanced diet, they will look at what 
plants, animals and humans need to survive. They will also investigate the 
waterproofing nature of plants in the rainforest and recognise that plants 
need light and water to grow. Children will develop their scientific thinking 
through investigation and observation, using this to ask and answer 
scientific questions. 

COMPUTING 

They will use keyboard skills to present information in a variety of forms in 
order to write postcards imagining that they are living in a rainforest.  The 
children will use and gather information from a variety of sources including 
ICE to search for information about rainforest areas. They will have a 
deeper understanding of the need for staying safe and giving out 
information when using the internet. 

ART AND DESIGN  
TECHNOLOGY 

Children will look at the work by John Newcome and Rousseau and 
recreate paintings based on these artists.  They will make Yano houses, 
shelters, carnival headdresses and rainforest animal masks. The children 
will make their own musical instruments in the form of rain sticks. 

MUSIC 
Children will continue to compose their own pieces of music using a 
variety of different instruments.  They will listen to a range of different 
music styles and rainforest sounds.   

PHYSICAL 
EDUCATION 

Games sessions will concentrate on a variety of games skills and learning to 
play team games.  Children will start to look at skipping for some lessons, 
and will also learn athletics skills. Children will enhance their skills of 
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throwing and catching.  They will also complete a dance unit linked to the 
weather.  This will involve a range of movements according to the sound 
effects of rain, wind and cold. 

GEOGRAPHY 

Children will be undertaking a variety of different map work skills by 
locating specific countries and then locating the rainforests within those 
countries.  They will learn about weather and climate and how this differs 
from the weather that we experience here in the UK, including creating 
their own weather reports.  They will learn facts about the Amazon River 
and how deforestation is affecting our world.  They will learn what people 
can do to help stem this problem. 

HISTORY 
Through this topic the children will identify differences between ways of 
life at different times of the people who live in the rainforest areas, and also 
about the roots of the carnival. 

RELIGIOUS 
EDUCATION 

During RE sessions, the children will look at stories from different 
religions, for example the creation story and how different religions believe 
the world was created. They will learn about the religious roots of the 
different countries and monuments. They will look at Eid and how this is 
celebrated and what it means to Muslims.  

PERSONAL 
SOCIAL HEALTH 

EDUCATION 

The children will learn about contrasting lifestyles and how to socialise 
correctly.  They will demonstrate an understanding of belonging (to a 
culture/religion).  They will continue to develop teamwork skills.  They will 
follow the SEAL units entitled ‘Relationships’ and ‘Changes’ which focus 
on children’s relationships and changes as they get older and move through 
the school. Our rights respecting agenda will run throughout all lessons in 
Year 2. This term we will be thinking about how we can respect and 
encourage other class members, looking in particular at Article 12, ‘When 
adults are making decisions that affect children, children have the right to 
say what they think should happen and have their opinions taken into 
account.’ Children will think they can respect other people’s views, and 
will also consider Article 13 looking at freedom of expression, and how 
they have the right to ‘share information in any way they choose, including 
by talking, drawing or writing’, as long as they are not harming anyone 
else.   

HOME-WORK/ 
PARENTAL 
SUPPORT 

Throughout the year, your child will be required to read every night to an 
adult and have the reading diary signed. This is so important to ensure your 
child makes the best possible progress in his/her reading Any messages 
between home and school can be recorded in diaries to support effective 
communication between home and school. This will continue throughout 
the year. Children will be given a weekly home learning task related to their 
English or maths learning. 

 


