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The Status of Collective Worship 
 
The Education Reform Acts of 1988 and 1993 state that all registered pupils attending a 
maintained school shall take part in a daily act of collective worship, unless the parent 
requests that a child should be wholly or partly excused from attendance.  The Act also 
states that, throughout each term collective worship shall be “wholly or mainly of a 
broadly Christian character”.  This allows for elements to be included from other faith 
traditions, bearing in mind the home backgrounds of a minority of our pupils. 
 
The Aims of Collective Worship 
 
Through collective worship in our school, we aim to provide the opportunity for our pupils 
to: 

Ø worship God; 
Ø consider spiritual and moral issues and to explore their own beliefs; 
Ø encourage participation and response through active involvement in the planning and 

presentation of worship, or through listening to and joining in the worship offered; 
Ø develop community spirit, promote a common ethos and shared values, and reinforce 

positive attitudes. 
 

Organisation of Collective Worship 
 
Collective worship is intended to be appropriate for all of our pupils and should take 
account of their ages, aptitudes and family backgrounds. 
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At Hasbury we recognise the importance of the whole school, both pupils and staff, 
meeting together regularly for collective worship as this encourages a sense of unity and 
identity within the school.   We meet four times a week as a whole school.  The fifth act 
of worship takes place within each classroom.  We also hold collective worship in 
St Margaret’s church at least once a term.  The Education Reform Act allows for this, 
providing that this is in addition to, and not to replace, the daily statutory act of collective 
worship which must still be held on school premises. 
 
If a child is withdrawn by parents from collective worship, the school continues to be 
responsible for the supervision of that child. 
 
Planning and Record Keeping 
 
Themes for collective worship are planned for the term by the Collective Worship 
Coordinator and governor.  They are then shared with the staff who develop these themes 
in ways which are appropriate to the age, and the stage of development, of the children 
present.  Some flexibility is acceptable in order to respond to changing situations which 
may occur, both inside or outside, the school. 
 
A simple record of collective worship must be maintained indicating the main theme of the 
worship, the leader, the age group of the pupils involved and the date.  In addition to the 
value of this for future planning, this record is required by Section 48 (denominational) 
Inspectors. 
 
Evaluation 
 
Each week a teacher and class or governor or member of senior management is asked to 
reflect on the week’s collective worship, using provided questions as a tool for reflection.  
In addition each class is asked to reflect on the collective worship they have planned and 
led. These are used at an annual review of collective worship in school is carried out and 
any necessary adjustments made, before planning for the following year. 
 
Inset 
 
The co-ordinator and headteacher have attended INSET for collective worship. 


